disgust) as the allocation of honours... I am disposed to agree with
you that it would be better that journalists should neither seek nor
accept suck distinctions; but that, unfortunately, is not the way of
the world in which we live. The voracity for such things is so wide-
spread and so shameless as to be incredible to anyone who has not
seen it at first hand." A passage of some interest omitted from this
letter, deals -with a particular newspaper honour regarding which it
would be improper to say anything here. Spender, it should be
added, had no feelings against honours for other people. It was at
his instance that W. S. Gilbert, the dramatist, was given a knighthood
in 1907.

Altogether it would be true to say that the outstanding char-
acteristic of Spender as a journalist w^s his sense of responsibility.
That, in one aspect, is something of a disability. To tone down an
exhilaratingly aggressive article because it is unfair at this point or
disingenuous at that, cr because, however fak and however true, it
lends itself to misinterpretation abroad, is a sacrifice never to be
made willingly. But Spender felt no doubt about making it, even
though he knew his article suffered in consequence.

"You accurately define the dilemma of the writing man;" he
wrote to A. G. Gardiner in 1940, "either he gets filled up with the
idea, of his own perfection and infallibility, or he is haunted with
doubts which often make his life a burden to him. X and Y are
fak examples of the first kind, you and I more or less of the second.
I have just sent off my article to the Sunday Times and am now
not at all certain whether I shan't be relieved if it fails to get there,
and doesn't appear.JJ

Something here may be ascribed to a sick man's questionings and
misgivings, but long before this Spender had dwelt on the restraint
which any writer on foreign affaks, particularly in times at all

critical, must observe.

clHe is addressing,53 he pointed out, "two or more audiences
which may draw widely different conclusions from the same
argument, and some of these conclusions may be entirely different
from* what he intends. He may sit in a London newspaper office
and write an article attacking his own Government, and the next
day see die whole of it reprinted in a foreign newspaper and
used for the quite different purpose of stiffening a foreign Govern-
ment which is hi controversy with his own. A pacifist, for
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